‘A Dream Coming to Fruition’
The Work Begins

For more than 20 vears
the main concern for
muembers of the Fire
Services Narional hMu-
seum Trust has been o
fned wnd secure a home
for the contmueusly
grinwing collection of
artefacts,  books, re-
cords and appliances.
Having  found  the
Weedon  listed  ex-
army fort we settled
down to what has now
been a three vear battle
for planning permis-
sion, funding and a
sustainable long term
developmaent, With the

support of Barclaveard
and  Cavaley  Centre
Ltd (the owners of the |

whole sitey we have

heen throogh the plan- :

ning system, a public
inguiry and now the
final planning  details

from how to repair the §

buildings to car park-

a “home’ for the col-
lection  and  having
formed the plans for
creating  “Freworld”
as the public wisible
face of our museum
and public education
and enterlaimment Fa-
cility, 11 really is no
mare than marking the
point at which the real
work begins, Collat-
ing.  proserving and
recording the collec-
tion for posterity and
telling the story of the
development of Fire
Fighting  in Brilain,

ing to the agreed al- S -
teration to the junction BT S

of the AS aml AdS in @

the middle of the Wee-
don willage. While i is
natural 1o feel elation
at coming to the end of
a long road o Onding

We now start  the
search Lo build up the
numbers of volunteers
to undertake the mas-
wivie waorkload which
starts  now  and  al-
though it will never he
finished we must
achieve enough pro-
pross o allow us Lo
open 1o the public in
Spring /0 Summer
2003,

by

Norman Dickerson
{ Chairman of the Trast }

Animpressive view, The Muzeum sive being prepared for the
forg awaifed opening in 2003,

Imside this issue:

e

o

=)

o

Curators notes

Wesisile Bneine, .3
Cataloguing A =hnple Laisk?! ;
Your letiars 3
Locktands 20 3
Who's whe 4
Friends’ Update 4

Special points of interest:
o Noi Long Now - Opening 2003

e T.V. Recognition
e fi's vour Newsletter- Posthag

e We need your help!



Curators Notes

“Is that the Fire Service 0%
Museum? This guestion £
ot the telephone can lead B
to such a variety of que- |
ries, that one learns not to B2
be surprised. It may be an §
offcr of an appliance,

ﬁm-ﬁgﬁti"g Cq{lipmﬂm, sy Crrator, Magrioe Ciale

assistance with research

or in September last vear the Wall
to Wall television Company mak-
ing the series “Salvage Squad’ for
Channel 4, which featured the res-
toration of varous forms of trans-
P,

The Trust were asked (o sourced
suitable appliance, which proved
to be our 1938 Bedford of a pat-
tern commercially produced with
the coming war in mind. The ac-
tors and crew spent a fortnight at

the Weedon warkshop, to-
gether with Colin Timber-
lake who has been quietly
working on the wvehicle’s
restoration for some. time
on the Trust’s behalf, Day
o day logistic supporl
and parl sourcing, was
provided by Nick

Baker, Pat Langley and mysell

with special help from Bamy Ab-
bott of Northants Adr Compres-
S0rs,

The NIS aspect of the Musenm
has been enhanced by the pur-
chase of a 1940 Ford 7V Sulzer
MEI Heavy Unit Trom Aberdeen,
which has been restored by F.S.P
(1. member Peter MoComlne,
Meanwhile work continues apace
at Weedon, where the engineering

YWebsite’s Success

team are concentrating on the Se-

ries one Landrover from the BP
Research Centre and the steamer
from Bexhill.

Mow that the Museum 15 moving to
fruition more volunteers are sought

to assist with the many and varied
tasks thal now beset us!

Maurice Cole, the Collection Cura-
tar, can be contactad gt @ Maorcland
Way, Manton Heights, Bedfond,
ME41 TP Tel: 01234 355453

ddeer o e reestonrnsd eppeiianees eeisiade thee Vet 5O 0 e

This is the URL (woeb address) of
the Museums' web site, Tt has
been around

since 1998 &5

but offi- i
cially went
om line in
March 19949,
The web site
WIS Con-
celved with three aims in mind,
first to keep the people of the
Fire and Fescue Services m-

Voluntary Work

http:/fireworld.org.uk

it e

[ormed of their Muscums progress.

Sceond to adwverlise the location and

some af the Tuture
attractions ot the
museum to the
wider world. The
third aim is to use
the web site a5 an
extension of the
mmscun o shoow

S T IV

the exhibits and displays 1o the peo-
ple of the world who may not be ina

position to visit it in person. When

the museum openy the web site
will play o vital roll keeping
cvery ong up Lo date with the lal-
est exhibitions and events taking
place, along
with news of
new acquisi-
tions of im-
poTtant arie-
Facls, S0
bookmark
the URL and
vigit it often.

==

Hesliaire Mayrer Vel Hapenaed!

As you can see in this phole-
araph the collection cangists nol
only of Fire Appliances bt
many smaller items. These arti-
facts needed sorting, labeling and
recording, The Triends are work-
ing to this end. As MNorman
Mekerson, the Chairman of the
Trust states in this Nows sheol g
great deal of work has happened,
ihers have held us hacl, but our
enthusiasm and determination

remains true and undaunted.

Fary of tha st eollection in stovase

Ay vou can see from the Chair-
man ol the Trustees report inside
the pages of this News sheel, the
Musewm is now taking shape and
providing workimg parties with
considerable work in ensuring
when it opens its doors for the
first time next year, it is an excit-
ing place Lo visit for enthusiasts
and general members ol the pub-
lic alile.
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A Time Consuming Task?

During the wear 19992000 Alan
Youngman and myself’ started o
fsorl out® the B0 pluy containers
which were full to the brim with
varieus items of cquipment cal-
lected by the Trust over the past 20
vears. As a lkeen Fire Service enthu-
st and koeal historian, if was like
opening up an Aladdin’s Cave, from
brass branches, foam equipment,
helmels. BA. sets  etc. spanning
decades of the service, there were
thousands ol iterns. T ok us g year
ter basically sort out all of the items
into separate containers in readiness
for the painstaking process of cata-
loguing., The Trustees had spend
many hours researching amd  dis-
cussing the best way forward and it
was decided o Museum Service ap-
p]'(jVCd {HHI]I'H.ELUF ITF{TETHTT'IHHU hl'ﬁ
purchased and recognised training
be given to the staff who would
carry oul this sk, The “Modes™ sys-

Posthag <=

tem was purchased and we attended
a docamenlaion course al Grantham,
run by East Midlands Museum Ser-
vice. All set to go?
The correct information?
All items have now got to be docu-
mented using the forms developed
and given an appropriate entry num-
ber. If it 15 agreed to retain the tem it
is thuen piven g unique  aceession
number
and  year
code.
Then 15
history o
d ate
needs o
= be estah-
lished.
whelher
rified or loaned, where it came from,
where i1 was used and exactly where
owtll e slowed until it s displayed
in the Museumn. Al of the equipment
15 specially and discretely marked
usings yamnishes and markers so that
it can be easily traced 1n the future,

Sdale {Me Drick 't Toway in action

Once the frms are completed they
are passed to Tony Barrett who is en-
tering the data onto the 'Modes™ sys-
tem, which provides the museum re-
cords. We are also in the process of
trying to obtain a digital camera so
that the ilems can be photographed at
the time of accessioning and then
electrontic images can he stored on
the computer for easier recognition
and research purposes. This process
will Lake us g number of years and
will still be going on when the mu-
Seum is open.

Caeing el the oy Baerest wayp !

“Two Six”

Helle = We're the Fire Services

think we who served in the Roval
Air Force made a major contribu-

Mational  Muscum Trust, . b »
ORE Velitve haadd oF tHom {0 winning the Second
H‘; S vt::u Im::1r i ni “odendyour World War, Well, the se-
4 H J -
Firaworld™ You ettty supportin this finat ©ret was, when a [inal al-
will do fmlt’n How onl My A" tempt was  needed  Io
' achieve physically  what

task iy to stir up vou're in-

terest — nay enthusiasm, for this,
which has been in the development
for over M) years, 11 s almost there
and we want you 10 lend your sup-
port in this final effort. How do you

By Reg Haley

seemed impossible the or-
der. TWO — 51X was given o all
ranks within earshot, to be obeved
inslantly and with a spurt of energy,
The  objective  being  Invariably
achieved. AlPwe wanl you 1o do 1y
contact us now. (iive us your vicws

on the project. Ask those scarching
gquestions on anything connectod
with our premises, appliances,
couipment. Better still, tell us, lend
us or give us (we aren’t proud).
Show us vou are with us, Do it
MNOW! ay the Inland Revenue tell
us from Crapey Ishad, 1 feel like
the bewildered army recrutt who
shouted desperately from the squad
a5 a sergeant, who had suddenly lost
his voice, was marching towards the
edge of a ¢liff. “For heaven's sake,
say something to me — even if it's
anly Goodbye!

Fire Conference
2002

This neal year in September 2002, Firg
Conference is to be held in London in
the Docklands at a highly prestigious
Conference venue,  We have been
asked to provide a very high profile
exhibition unit to highlight the Mu-
sewm. His to be in the main entrance
and will be a focal point of the entire
Fire Exhibilion, We will be putting «

restored Fire Appliance on show,
Lrgether with one awailing restora-
tion, 'Triends' will be manning the
exhibition wnit throughout the three
tlays, when il s expected (hat thou-
sands of MNational and International
visitors  will come  through  the
doors. 2002 is the year of ILM. The
Queens Jubilee and hopefully the
restored applianee will date o the
beginning o Her Reign. Needless to
say this 5 a major contribution 1o
piising  awareness of the Museum

and one we will be grasping prop-
erly.

Appligree graibing 3 fingl pollsh for dizplay

TSGR
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Firce Services National
Musenm Trist

Firetwortd Headnuarters
Tha O1d Depat
Hritdpe Brpnt

Weedon
Hethams
T APS

Phinewe / Fax: (M 22T 342308

The National Museum of
Firefighting

We're on the Weh!
http:/fireworld.org.uk

Friends’ Update -

MISSION STATEMENT

"To establish a Museum of National impor-
tance and status relating to Fire Brigade and
Firefighting and the dangers from fire”

Crargide “Fireworld™ 1leadquarers. Lo [ Magrice Cole, David Stevena (BFSAY, Winston
Craborne, Moman Dickerzon (Chairman), Tony Barett, 2ohn Crawliey, Metl Wallington, Ree

Haley & Steve Smith.

Bad news first — John 1lerrick who has
been Chairman of the Friends through-
oul the period covering lnding the sile
at “Weedon™ and the whole planning
process has resigned to concentrate his
relirement cfforts on his charity waork
in his home county, Lmcolnshire, John
has carried us through a difficult period
of being homeless and our thanks w
him. Good Mews - with progress on
site now i Lhe opporlunily 1o relboeus
tha “Triends™ at Weedon.

The Friends new address s

The Friends O Mes
Tireworld Teadquarters
The (d Depaot

Bridge St

Weedon

Morthamptonshire
MNT 478

A new funding package has W be pul
together for “Saved™ magazine but in
the meantime the Friends will be cireu-
Batingg the Trust's Newsletlor 1o keep
members informed (and vou can visit

the websita). Whila the Friends are
being restructured to sit the new
requitements at Weedon the Trust
has agreed to oversee the plannimg
and mectings required. Meetings o
future will be at Weedon.

Call To Action
MNow is the time for all established
‘Friends’ and new ‘Friends’ to
comsider how we help the Museum
rapidly become a major force in
educaticon, fun and spectacle for al
Lo enjoy, Wi will peed o provide
continuing  prachical  support  in
working partics, of course. Bul we
also need to have particular regard
for other types of support. tor ex-
ample, slalTing of cxhibits, consid-
eration to marketing, the opening
J— -

Wafting for the befls!!

of a shop., administration
and  clerical  dulies,
which obviously ar least
to start with we  will
wanl 1o provitde inoorder e minimize the
financial burden of such an exciting enter-
prise. Skilled or not — fire brigade experi-
eTen O Tk — man or woman — please con-
tact us, 5o the plea m this forward is for
mane members, and meee mdividuals o
help in a very positive way throughout the
next months as we work to open our doors
ler the public, The cliser the opening of the
Museum, the greater the excitement, |
would like to see vou there taking an ac-
tive purl, For your membership fee wou
will get little to start with other than these
newssheets, When the Muscurn opens,
hawever, you will get special events as
they oceur from time to time, plus discount
em sales peods. Other advantapes may be
aviilable as we progress over the next few
months, One thing iz certain without
Iriends’ this whole project is made
much more difficult. So if you really
helieve in the esthlishment of 4 Nationa
Museum of Fire Fighting, join in and en-
CAMLTHE athors foo,

Produced by Steve Smith, [ESNMT



